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Not the womanly fear that flies shrieking. It is permitted,
it is even necessary, to regard such fear as impossible,
although it is not a phenomenon altogether unknown.
What we mean, however, is that other, much more terrible
fear, which can enter the most manly hearty chill it, and
persuade it that it is vanquished " (J. de Maistre).

The means of breaking the enemy's spirit, of proving
to him that his cause is lost, is, then, surprise in the
widest sense of that word.

Surprise bringing into the struggle something " un-
expected and terrible" (Xenophon); "everything
unexpected is of great effect" (Frederick). Surprise
depriving the enemy of the possibility of reflection and
therefore of discussion.

Here we have a novel instrument, and one capable
of destructive power beyond all knowledge. However,
one cannot obtain this at will; setting an ambush,
attacking in reverse, are possible in a small war, but
impracticable in a great one; it is necessary, therefore*
to resort in case of great wars to bringing forth a danger
which the enemy shall not have the time to parry or
which he shall not be able to parry sufficiently. A
destructive force must be made to appear which should
be known, or seem, to the enemy to be superior to his
own; to this end, forces and thereby undisputable
efforts must be concentrated on a point where the enemy
is not able to parry instantly, that is^to answer by deploy-
ing an equal number of forces at the same time. Such
will be our conclusion.

To surprise amounts, then, to crushing an opponent
from a short distance by numbers in a limit of time ; other-
wise, the adversary though overtaken by numbers
retains the power to meet the^ attack, to bring up his
reserves, in which case the assailant loses the advantage
of surprise.

He loses the same advantage, if surprise starts from
a great distance, for the enemy may then, owing to the
range and delaying power of modern arms, regain the
time to bring up his reserves.

Such are the conditions of numbers, time, space,
military action must fulfil in order to contain these
elements of surprise which are necessary to the destruc-
tion of the enemy's spirit.

*Henee the superiority of manoeuvring armies, which